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Helped make a Lake Superior beach safer after 
installation of signs, rescue stations, wave/current 
sensors, public outreach and creation of 
ParkPointBeach.org featuring real-time updates 
on water temperature, wave height, rip current risk, 
weather, UV index and bacteria warnings. No 
drownings have occurred from dangerous currents drownings have occurred from dangerous currents 
since our outreach program started, and results from 
a 2013 survey showed 75% of Park Point Beach users 
could explain how to escape rip currents.

Minnesota Sea Grant ...

Saves Lives Through Better Forecasting
and Detection of Dangerous Currents 
on the Great Lakes

Delivers guidance on green infrastructure, improved 
local ordinances, and citizen outreach and education 
so communities can better prepare for and manage 
stormwater challenges, increase safety, protect 
property and natural resources, and save money. 

Works with communities on flood readiness including: Works with communities on flood readiness including: 
right-sizing culverts, maintaining ditches, modeling 
watersheds, implementing best management 
practices to reduce flooding risk, training local 
managers, and improving access to data for 
proactive decision-making.

Helps communities manage and minimize the 
upstream runoff that results in downstream flooding.upstream runoff that results in downstream flooding.

Fostering the creation of a regional watershed 
organization among three cities, seven townships, one 
county, and others to improve coordination, address 
water quality issues, and protect critical infrastructure. 

Minnesota Sea Grant ...

Catalyzes Community Responses to 
Catastrophic Weather Events

Solved a biocorrosion challenge in the Duluth-
Superior Harbor. Minnesota Sea Grant brought 
together stakeholders and scientists and leveraged 
$1.2M in research funding to determine the cause 
of accelerated corrosion in the Duluth-Superior of accelerated corrosion in the Duluth-Superior 
Harbor that threatened $250M of steel dock and 
breakwall structures.

Brought together maritime businesses, regulatory 
agencies, and scientists to develop ballast water 
treatment requirements based on best available 
science that led to more practical and less litigious 
national and international standards.  national and international standards.  

Minnesota Sea Grant ...

Funds Research to Support Coastal and 
Inland-Water Communities and Industries

Resilient Communities and Economies
Healthy Coastal Ecosystems
Environmental Literacy and Workforce Development
Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture

MNSG builds trusted, integrity-backed partnerships that 
broker effective outcomes resulting in:

Minnesota Sea Grant 
Minnesota Sea Grant facilitates interaction and collaboration 
among the public, scientists, and stakeholder groups to enhance 
communities, the environment, and economies along 
Lake Superior and Minnesota's inland waters by identifying 
information needs, fostering research, and communicating results.
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Notes

Helped sustain 72 fisheries and aquaculture jobs

Supplied 989 agency employees with science that 
benefited Minnesotans

Protected, enhanced or restored 7,150 acres of 
coastal habitat

Supplied 82 communities with sustainable 
development practices

Engaged 95,000 people in informal education programs

Educated 12 graduate students who got jobs 
in STEM fields

Reached >1300 6th-graders annually through our 
beach-safety programming

Developed 65 products or tools to improve 
ecosystems-based management

Provided direct economic benefits of $15M to Minnesotans

Created 65 and sustained 632 jobs

Created 5 and sustained 207 businesses

In 2014 and 2015, Minnesota Sea Grant:

Co-led the creation of the Regional Stormwater Protec-
tion Team, which continues to help communities meet 
their Clean Water Act requirements and encourages 
the public to act to prevent pollution.

Continues its decades-long leadership of collaborative 
regional and statewide public education that helps 
people take action to prevent the spread of aquatic 
invasive species.

Minnesota Sea Grant ...

Develops Water-Knowledgeable Citizens 
Who Protect Their Aquatic Resources

Designs, coordinates, and leads Northland 
Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO) 
programming that provides novel techniques, training, 
and resources to local land-use decision-makers 
responsible for water resources.

Regularly brings local elected and appointed leaders Regularly brings local elected and appointed leaders 
and resource managers together for shipboard 
workshops on aquatic invasive species, stormwater 
management, and bacterial contamination.

Trains local elected and appointed decision-makers 
to lead “The Watershed Game,” an interactive, 
educational tool that helps participants understand educational tool that helps participants understand 
the connection between land use and water quality. 
Participants learn how various land uses affect water 
and natural resources, increase their knowledge of 
best management practices, and discover how their 
choices can prevent adverse outcomes.   

Minnesota Sea Grant ...

Cultivates Proactive Planning and 
Policy Development

Brings together Great Lakes scientists, educators, 
students, undergraduates, and community partners 
to transform Great Lakes-related education through 
research experiences, internships, training, and 
materials. These experiences and tools link current 
research with education to increase Great Lakes 
literacy and develop the highly trained workforce literacy and develop the highly trained workforce 
needed to meet today’s challenges.

Minnesota Sea Grant ...

Fosters Workforce Development (STEM)
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