
S ea Grant is a federal-state partnership that 

turns research into action by supporting 

science-based, environmentally sustainable 

practices to ensure our coastal communities remain 

engines of economic growth in a rapidly changing 

world. 

Based at universities across the country, Sea Grant 

works to provide research, education, and community 

outreach that help build and grow innovative 

businesses along America’s oceans and Great Lakes, 

protect against environmental destruction and 

natural disasters, and train the next generation of 

leaders. 

The work that the Sea Grant network does earns a 

854 percent return on federal investment, creating 

jobs and ensuring Americans can live near, vacation 

at, and earn a living from our oceans and Great Lakes 

for generations to come. 

T he Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant College Program 

(IISG) is part of a national network of 33 

university-based programs that promote 

better understanding, conservation, and use of 

coastal resources. 

 

The program is funded through the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration, the University of 

Illinois, and Purdue University, but IISG works in 

partnerships with key organizations, institutions, and 

agencies in the region to reach more audiences and 

multiply opportunities for success. We bring together 

scientists, educators, policy makers, community 

decision makers, outreach specialists, business 

leaders, and the general public to work towards a 

healthy environment and economy. 
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In revenue is generated annually by the Indiana aquaculture 
industry, which supports 280 jobs and grew 5-fold in the last 
ten years with training and support from IISG.

Acres of water and shoreline are protected from the eco-
nomic and societal impacts of invasive species thanks to 
IISG programs.

Communities plan for optimal growth every year through 
IISG workshops —balancing economic, societal, and environ-
mental needs.

Tons of medicine in the last eight years were diverted from 
our waterways and collected for proper disposal by IISG.

Students each year are learning Great Lakes science from 
the 300 educators trained annually by IISG.

Pounds of pesticides will not be applied to lawns in the 
Great Lakes region each year thanks to IISG’s natural lawn 
care program.

IMPACTS

I ISG is focused on the southern Lake Michigan region—104 miles of 

heavily urbanized and industrialized shoreline in Illinois and Indiana. 

One third of the population of the Great Lakes lives along the shore of 

Lake Michigan between Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Michigan City, Indiana. 

 

Our work is focused on healthy coastal ecosystems, sustainable fisheries 

and aquaculture, resilient communities and economies, and environmental 

literacy and workforce development. Through our extensive and strong 

partnerships we have made a difference.  
 


